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The ultimate answer to the plaintive “Why?” 
Everybody looks for answers to the hard questions of human 
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Taking our steps 
with God 

~~ 

Confused? Undecided? Turning 
to God in prayer brings spiritual 

guidance to decisionmaking. 

Lynn A.  Gray Jackson 

CLOSE friend of mine had been receiving calls from various A personnel agencies offering him new jobs with various com- 
panies. Each agency seemed to be making its offers unceasingly, 
and my friend became confused about whether he should ac- 
cept any of them. He began to pray to understand better the 
truth of man’s spiritual nature, his inseparability from his 
Maker. He prayed to learn how to listen, and follow God’s mes- 
sages. He prayed to let God’s will be done and to hear His will 
clearly and understandably. 

My friend had been praying for a few days when the answer 
came, “Don’t accept these offers!” At first he doubted this was 
the right message. Because the answer didn’t fit in with his pre- 
conceived ideas of how the decision should work out, he felt 
fearful. But as he prayed more he began to understand that God 
is ever present and that he could always hear the divine message. 
He learned that he didn’t have to be influenced by indecision, 
fear, or stagnation, because God made him intelligent, unafraid, 
and active. He no longer felt helpless, but able to express z 
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control, competence, and God’s authority over his thoughts and 
actions, in short, over his life. Unhappiness and depression 
were replaced with happiness and spiritual advancement. He 
was listening for God’s voice and could trustingly follow His 
guidance. 

My friend felt confident in declining the job offers he was re- 
ceiving. He knew it was right to stay where he was. Within two 
weeks of his decision he was offered a promotion with the com- 
pany he worked for. More quiet prayer and listening led him to 
accept the promotion the certainty that this was indeed the right 
step for him. 

There are times when all of us find ourselves faced with criti- 
cal and difficult decisions to make. At such times we may feel 
the weight of the decision resting heavily upon our shoulders. 
Worry and indecision may be so insistent-that it seems there’s no 
room for quiet listening and childlike trust in God’s direction. It 
seems at these times that fear would overshadow all we have 
learned about God and about man’s relationship to Him. Many 
times there’s the desire to have someone else tell us what to do. 
Or we may turn to a companion or confidant, finding a sincere 
concern, perhaps, but no answer. 

decisions? In situations like this it’s helpful to understand 
that indecision is a false belief that there are two-or many- 
minds. It claims that there’s our mind-a limited, mortal 
mind subject to indecision--and the one divine Mind that is 
God. If we were to believe the lie that there are two 
opposing minds, indecision could never be resolved and we 
would be hopeless, helpless, without God. But in Christian 
Science we learn that there is only one Mind, one God, and 
that man reflects this Mind. We learn, however, where true 
wisdom comes from-from God. Because God is the source of 
all intelligence and action, man, who is God’s perfect reflec- 
tion, knows because God knows, understands because God 
understands. 

How can we learn to listen to God in order to make the right 
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message we hear from God does not fit our preconceived plan of 
how things should work out. It may not fit in with our human 
sense of logic. What can we do in a situation like this? How can 
we be sure we are hearing God’s message and not just following 
our own human will? 

If we are not sure that the message we are hearing is from 
God, we can keep on listening to the “still small voice,” the di- 
vine message, until we are sure. By following as much of the 
divine message as we’re able to perceive, by putting full trust in 
God and His ability to lead each of us to the right solution, and 
by leaning on and listening only to Him, the All-knowing Mind, 
we will receive the message clearly, understandably, and vividly. 
When the message from God is clearly received, it’s best to fol- 
low the message unreservedly. And if we are persistently listen- 
ing and following, persistently petitioning to the divine loving 
God, our prayers will be answered. Science and Health poses 
this question: “Are we benefited by praying?” It then assures us, 
“Yes, the desire which goes forth hungering after righteousness 
is blessed of our Father, and it does not return unto us void.” 

Although it may seem sometimes that in deciding we may 
take many detours, many side roads, many forks, in the end- 
when the conclusion is reached-it doesn’t matter how many 
side roads we took, or how many forks we came to, or how many 
times we may have detoured. It only matters that we are in our 
right place, where God has led us. We can be sure God is at the 
helm. 

In our daily life we can pray to be firm in our understanding 
of God and His guidance. Prayer is effective. It enables one to 
be certain, resolute, calm, fearless, and attentive to God’s voice 
in making a decision. Decisions can be made with direct, unerr- 
ing precision because we are daily becoming more acquainted 
with the unerring divine Mind that leads and governs us each 
hour. To know what to do is natural to the man God made. 
Prayer teaches us to listen attentively and respond quickly and 
obediently, taking our steps with God, not before Him nor after 
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